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hortonhighschool.ca |—|Principal's Message

September is over and we are into October, we had a very busy first month of school,
hopefully things slow down a little for everyone. Our new students are settling in nicely, they
are establishing positive daily routines. | hope you had the opportunity to take a breather,
relax and spend time with family Thanksgiving weekend.

Thank you to all of the parents who attended our Parent Orientation Night back in September,
it was a great turnout. The Administration handed out quite a few Parent Portal Passwords, if
you were unable to attend and would like to have a password, please contact us at the school
so we can create one for you. If you set that up when your daughter/son is in grade 9 you can
keep the same login and password until they graduate, this is a great way to be informed on
how they are progressing academically.

Last year you filled out an online survey on school performance, thank you to the large number
of parents who gave us feedback. This year you will be getting another survey electronically,
this one is to give us important data on the new Student Success Planning process we started
this year, | anticipate getting that out to you before the Christmas Break.

October is Mi’Kmaq History Month; as in previous years, teachers will be scheduling activities
in their classes that celebrate the Mi’Kmagq culture. Ms. Pelley has organized Mi’Kmagq Day at
Horton on the 18th, this is the third year for this event, it will be amazing day for our students.
We currently have beautiful displays of the Mi’Kmaq Culture in our school; the one in the
window as you are entering the building is simply outstanding! Thank you to Ms. Pelley for
creating it.

One of our students is suffering from cancer and is unable to come to school, last Friday the
Student Council organized a variety show to raise money to help the family, | am happy to
announce we raised close to $1500! Our students have been participating in other fundraising
events as it all helps in this situation. As a school we came together to aid one of our own and
we continue to do more. On Friday, November 4™ from 7 pm to 9 pm there will be a benefit
concert here at Horton, one of our talented student musicians is organizing the event, it is a
freewill offering so please come out to help support this family in need.

Consistent student attendance is crucial to success. When a child is absent from school, he/
she misses important learning experiences including specific skills and knowledge that may be
necessary for further learning. The real danger of frequent absences from school is that
students will develop gaps in their learning that will hinder future knowledge. The Horton
Administration is tracking student attendance and will be sending letters to parents for
students with 10 absences in any course, then another letter will follow for 25 absences, at
that point a copy of the letter will also go to the AVRSB. If you receive an attendance letter
please contact the appropriate grade level vice principal to talk about interventions.
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~B. Stokes

Assessments: During the week of October 11-14, parents of grade 9 students across Nova
Scotia will be receiving the results of the grade 8 assessment in reading, writing and
mathematics. At the same time, parents of grade 11 students will receive the results of
provincial exams done in English 10, Mathematics 10 and Mathematics At Work 10. These
provincial assessment results will be sent home with students, along with brochures to explain
the results and address some frequently asked questions.



Student Services

Post Secondary Open House Dates: Please check the college and university websites for fall Open House dates at various
institutions.

Post Secondary Information Day: Nov. 16 — Approximately 45 colleges and universities will be represented at this event in
Horton Hall from 9-10:45 am. Grade 12 students will be able to meet with post secondary representatives during period 1 on
this day and grade 11 students will do a walk through during the first 25 minutes of period 2.

Grade 12 Fees: Reminder that grade 12 fees are $80. See Mrs. Langille in Student Services.

Grade 12 Parent Information Evening: Grade 12 parents are invited to attend a Parent Information Session on Thursday,
October 20th at 7:00 pm. Information will be provided on scholarships, post-secondary applications, transcripts, student
loans and other important information.

Trip to St. Mary’s University: On Nov. 3 St. Mary’s University will be sending a bus to NKEC & Horton to transport grade 12
university bound students to their campus for a tour. If interested, students should sign up in Student Services. Check
with your teachers regarding missing classes on that day. Students can apply on the spot without paying the admission
fee. Lunch will be provided & students will return before 3:15 pm. There is limited space so sign up soon before spaces
become filled. St. F. X. will be organizing a similar Open House trip in November so watch for announcements if
interested.
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PARENTS AS CAREER COACHES: Senior High

This program is for parents (grand-parents etc.) of students in grades 9/10 to 12. It will provide you with the tools and
information that will help your children explore potential occupations which relate to their interests and skills. Parents as
Career Coaches also encourages parents and their children to consider the many practical factors that will impact career
decisions, including skills, the labour market (what occupations are in high demand), and the education and training
requirements to pursue these goals.

This very popular program has received consistently strong ratings, from parents, over the years. 99% of parents who
attended the PACC Senior High program (2015-16 academic year) rated it as either “Excellent” or “Good”.

Parents as Career Coaches provides you with:

o Information about what the career journey looks like, to help you deal with the many twists and turns that can occur.
Details on critical skills and personal qualities required to be both competitive and successful, in the work force.

. Information on websites, which will provide information on specific jobs, labour market demands, education/training
requirements, salaries and much more.

o A parent guide designed to help you work with your children throughout their career journey.
o A student workbook, which provides your daughter or son with information and activities to:
~ldentify interests and skills
~Research occupations
Dates: Monday, March 6 & Tuesday, March 7, 2017

Times: 6:30 pm — 8:30 pm (Session 1)
6:30 pm — 8:40 pm (Session 2)

You can register for an upcoming session at www.parentsascareercoaches.ca If you do not have internet access or do not
wish to register on the website, please contact the school office to add your name to the session list.
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Horton News

On November 7th, The Men of the Deeps will be performing at Horton, and members
of the Senior Concert Band and the Choir will be joining them in some of their well
know hits! Tickets can be purchased on line at Ticketpro Atlantic, and at all Ticketpro
outlets. The show starts at 7 PM. Tickets are $40 and seating is assigned. There are a
limited number of VIP seats (at $50) that include preferential seating and a Meet and
Greet reception with the Men of the Deeps after the show. Don't miss out!

2017 Yearbook Update ~ We are currently taking pre-orders for the 2017 Horton Griffin Yearbook. Orders may be placed at
the office, with the option of making full (540) or partial ($20) payment at the time of ordering. Our online yearbook store is
also open; the Yearbook link may be found on our web page, under “Students”. We have opted to continue with a full-
colour, hardcover book with even more pages than last year. Please Note: A minimum of 100 yearbooks MUST be ordered
by October 31 in order to move forward with design and production. Also, the FINAL deadline to pre-order a book will be
January 6.

On September 26™and 27" Mr. Fuller led the pre-IB students through a session on the biology of
learning, study skills and time management. Student feedback has been very positive since our session
and we are looking at identifying times to meet periodically throughout the school year to strengthen our
study and time-management skills.

“Overview of the year” meetings for both pre-IB and IB parents took place September 28™. Thank you to
those who were able to attend. Electronic resources from the meeting can be found using a desktop
computer following the “Meeting Depot’ link on the Horton IB website (http://ifulle6.wix.com/hortonib#!
meeting-depot) if you were unable to make the meeting.

Upcoming meetings: No v Z6m3@ - 7:45pm ) - target audience is for parents of grade 11 and 12 IB students; topic is over-
view of the process of IB assessment
No v 2@-g:1t5pm) - presentation by university registrars (Acadia, Dal, SMU, MSVU, Kings, St. FX)

Keep an eye on our school website, this newsletter and daily announcements for further details concerning all things IB.

March Break 2018 trip is heading to Greece (Athens, Delphi, Meteora) and Italy (Ancona, Florence, Rome, Pompeii,
Capri), an amazing opportunity to experience these areas and cities of cultural, geographical and historical significance! If
you enrol before the end of October, the cost works out to $258/month and there are fundraising options as well. If you
would like more information, contact Mrs. Webb, room 2811 or email.

There are still spots available for the March Break trip this year, going to London, England (Picadilly Square, Tower of
London, Buckingham Palace) down through the Chunnel to Paris, France (Eiffel Tower, Louvre Museum, Notre Dame
Cathedral, Versailles, Latin Quarter), traveling through the Loire Valley and Bordeaux region to Pamplona

and Barcelona, Spain. If interested, please see Mrs. Webb.

FIELD TRIP with Acadia opportunity! In a unique collaboration with the University and WISE, the Geology Department is
hosting a field trip day open to interested high school students, as part of the Geoscience Conference. Students will travel
to their choice of location (The South Shore, "Valley Geology" around Wolfville) and have the chance to experience first-
hand the study of earth sciences in action, as local geology is explored and explained. Student cost is $20.00, and this will
cover a cool AUGC T-shirt, tote bag, lunch, and contribute to travel costs. Bonus - it is on the inservice day Oct 28th, so you
don't miss school! Buses will pick up students at Old O in the morning (8:30 am), and drop off there afterwards

(3-ish). Maximum number of high school students is 25. Please see Mrs. Webb (room 2811) for more info and sign up, as |
need to send in shirt sizes, any dietary restrictions, and numbers by Oct. 13th!

Home of the Griffins Page 3


http://jfulle6.wix.com/hortonib#!meeting-depot
http://jfulle6.wix.com/hortonib#!meeting-depot

DEVOUR Fi |Studdnte ard encouraged to enter the competition for a three minute video relating to food - details can be

found on DEVOUR website, or see Mrs. Webb (room 2811) - deadline is Oct. 21st!

On November 3rd, three Science 10 classes will have the opportunity to screen a powerful documentary SEED: The Untold
Story at the DEVOUR film fest.

“In the last century, 94% of our seed varieties have disappeared. As biotech chemical companies control the majority of our
seeds, farmers, scientists, lawyers, and indigenous seed keepers fight a David and Goliath battle to defend the future of our
food. SEED features Vandana Shiva, Dr. Jane Goodall, Andrew Kimbrell, Winona Laduek and Raj Patel.”

Thanks to AVRSB and Mr. Stokes for supporting this program.
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Horton basketball teams are still looking for some community/parent coaches

that may be interested in the junior and junior varsity teams.

Please contact Jason Pleasant - jpleasant@gnspes.ca
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Dates to Remember
October 10  Thanksgiving Day — no school B(BE Se Christmas
October 15  Horton Craft Fair Pa eantEver
October 18  Mi’kmaq Day
L by Barbara Robinson
October 19  Early Dismissal —12:15 pm
. . The Herdmans are going to be in the Christmas
October 20 Parent Information Night Pageant!!! Whatever will happen, come to Centre
October 28  No School - Provincial Conference Stage and find out! This family show begins on
) November 4th and runs each Friday and Saturday
November 2 Take Your Kid to Work Day evening (7:30) until December 10th with matinees
November 4 Benefit Concert - 7 pm on November 13th and December 4th (2:00), no
show on November 11th. Call 902-678-8040 for
November 11 Remembrance Day — no school more information.
November 15 Early Dismissal —12:15 pm
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To often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening ear,

an honest compliment, or the smallest act of caring,
all of which have the potential to turn a life around.

~Leo Buscaglia




